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THE RED MIRROR: SOVIET MEDIA DISCOURSE IN SPAIN DURING THE CIVIL WAR
[bookmark: _GoBack]During the 1930’s the Soviet Union had a deep impact and admiration for the Spanish leftists. For them, it was considered the Big Brother and a friendly country that embodied the ideals of Socialism. The transmission of its popular culture as a whole, values, behavior, discourse in the mass media and policies in a clear correlation between the hard and soft power lead to a great visibility in the Spanish society. As soon as the Spanish Civil War broke out in 1936 the Land of The Proletariat sent to Spain not only humanitarian assistance but also military along with cultural interchange generating a feeling of collective solidarity, reinforcing the idea of despite the distance, different nationalities and backgrounds communist militants were part of the same solid collective and common entity. This deliberated appealing image, and carefully build reputation turned into a preferred destination since Four Thousand Five Hundred refugees inspired by the wonders of the Soviet Way of Life fled toward the Worker’s Paradise during and after the Civil War being the biggest group ever of Spaniards in Russia's territory. This study examines the interaction between Soviet discourse in Spain and the Spanish emigration and combines research based on materials from different primary sources including Russian and Spanish archives and significant literature which has been produced in the last years on the Spanish refugees in the Soviet Union.

