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The WWI transformed the strategic and political map of the Central and
Eastern Europe (CEE) far more sharphdaadically than in the Western part of
the continent. However, many contemporaries, including authoritative British
diplomats and political leaders, were not sure that the new Versailles order woulc
be firm and stable. Officials in the Foreign Office ahd Whitehall thought that
some sort of reestablishment of the former political and economic order in CEE
dominated by the huge Empirés primarily German, Russian and Austro
Hungariani was not only possible (as in the case of the eventual SGeiehan
Alinko) but even desirable (as in thi
the disintegration of the trade and other economic contacts of the past). This pape
aims to define what role did the i dee:
oorder 0 in CEE play in the British dipl
how strongly did the Ashadow of Empi i
the Foreign Office and the Whitehall.

The principal sources, which formed the basis for thigatime, are the
materials of the National Archives of Great Britain (Cabinet papers and private
papers of the wvarious diplomats). T
Empireso played a significant rol e i
and estimates and influenced the foreign policy of the UK. In the Foreign Office
and at the Whitehall authoritative officials did not exclude that Poland could once
again disappear from the European political map (such ideas were especiall
widespread durip the SovietPolish war in 1920) or, even if survived, would
eventually make territorial and other concessions to Germany (and probably to the
USSR) , as they became st r eHumgarian. Emfgira e
hung over the minds in the Foreignfioé also and partially found its expression in
the ideas about desirability to get rid of the customs barriers between the
AsS uc csetsastoeas 0, to cool down the ethni
might be used, for example, by the Soviet Union. Theard that the Soviet
infiltration in the Balkans and the Middle East might be a new form of the



traditional ARussi an I mperi al i smo

international situation of the 1920s using in some cases the lenses of the past.



