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ʄʘʛʘʜʝʝʚ ʀʩʢʘʥʜʵʨ ʕʜʫʘʨʜʦʚʠʯ 

ʄʦʩʢʦʚʩʢʠʡ ʛʦʩʫʜʘʨʩʪʚʝʥʥʳʡ ʠʥʩʪʠʪʫʪ ʤʝʞʜʫʥʘʨʦʜʥʳʭ ʦʪʥʦʰʝʥʠʡ 

(ʫʥʠʚʝʨʩʠʪʝʪ) ʄʀɼ ʈʦʩʩʠʡʩʢʦʡ ʌʝʜʝʨʘʮʠʠè 

ɼʦʮʝʥʪ ʢʘʬʝʜʨʳ ʀʩʪʦʨʠʠ ʠ ʧʦʣʠʪʠʢʠ ʩʪʨʘʥ ɽʚʨʦʧʳ ʠ ɸʤʝʨʠʢʠ, ʢʘʥʜʠʜʘʪ 

ʠʩʪʦʨʠʯʝʩʢʠʭ ʥʘʫʢ 

 

 

çʊʝʥʴ ʠʤʧʝʨʠʡè: ʧʨʦʙʣʝʤʳ ʩʪʘʙʠʣʴʥʦʩʪʠ ʚ ʎʝʥʪʨʘʣʴʥʦʡ ʠ ɺʦʩʪʦʯʥʦʡ 

ɽʚʨʦʧʝ ʚ ʦʮʝʥʢʘʭ ʙʨʠʪʘʥʩʢʠʭ ʜʠʧʣʦʤʘʪʦʚ ʠ ʧʦʣʠʪʠʢʦʚ (1920-ʝ ʛʦʜʳ) 

 

ʇʦʣʠʪʠʯʝʩʢʦʝ ʧʨʦʩʪʨʘʥʩʪʚʦ ʎʝʥʪʨʘʣʴʥʦʡ ʠ ɺʦʩʪʦʯʥʦʡ ɽʚʨʦʧʳ (ʎɺɽ) 

ʠʟʤʝʥʠʣʦʩʴ ʧʦ ʠʪʦʛʘʤ ʇʝʨʚʦʡ ʤʠʨʦʚʦʡ ʚʦʡʥʳ ʚ ʥʝʩʨʘʚʥʠʤʦ ʙʦʣʴʰʝʡ 

ʩʪʝʧʝʥʠ, ʯʝʤ ʩʠʪʫʘʮʠʷ ʥʘ ɿʘʧʘʜʝ ʢʦʥʪʠʥʝʥʪʘ. ɺʤʝʩʪʝ ʩ ʪʝʤ ʦʮʝʥʢʠ ʩʪʝʧʝʥʠ 

ʧʨʦʯʥʦʩʪʠ ʥʦʚʦʛʦ, ɺʝʨʩʘʣʴʩʢʦʛʦ ʧʦʨʷʜʢʘ ʚ ʩʫʙʨʝʛʠʦʥʝ ʎɺɽ ʩʦ ʩʪʦʨʦʥʳ ʨʷʜʘ 

ʩʦʚʨʝʤʝʥʥʠʢʦʚ, ʚ ʪ.ʯ. ʤʥʦʛʠʭ ʙʨʠʪʘʥʩʢʠʭ ʜʠʧʣʦʤʘʪʦʚ ʠ ʧʦʣʠʪʠʢʦʚ ʚ 1920-ʝ 

ʛʛ., ʙʳʣʠ ʚʝʩʴʤʘ ʩʢʝʧʪʠʯʝʩʢʠʤʠ. ɺʦʩʩʪʘʥʦʚʣʝʥʠʝ ʚ ʪʦʡ ʠʣʠ ʠʥʦʡ ʬʦʨʤʝ 

ʧʨʝʞʥʝʡ ʤʝʞʜʫʥʘʨʦʜʥʦ-ʧʦʣʠʪʠʯʝʩʢʦʡ ʠ ʪʦʨʛʦʚʦ-ʵʢʦʥʦʤʠʯʝʩʢʦʡ ʩʠʪʫʘʮʠʠ ʚ 

ʩʫʙʨʝʛʠʦʥʝ, ʧʦʜʝʣʝʥʥʦʤ ʜʦ 1914 ʛ. ʢʨʫʧʥʳʤʠ ʠʤʧʝʨʠʷʤʠ ï ʈʦʩʩʠʡʩʢʦʡ, 

ɻʝʨʤʘʥʩʢʦʡ ʠ ɸʚʩʪʨʦ-ɺʝʥʛʝʨʩʢʦʡ, ï ʨʘʩʩʤʘʪʨʠʚʘʣʦʩʴ ʚ ʌʦʨʠʥ ʆʬʠʩʝ ʠ ʥʘ 

ʋʘʡʪʭʦʣʣʝ ʥʝ ʪʦʣʴʢʦ ʢʘʢ ʚʦʟʤʦʞʥʳʡ ʠ ʦʧʘʩʥʳʡ (ʩʦʚʝʪʩʢʦ-ʛʝʨʤʘʥʩʢʘʷ 

çʩʮʝʧʢʘè), ʥʦ ʧʦʜʯʘʩ ʠ ʞʝʣʘʪʝʣʴʥʳʡ ʩʮʝʥʘʨʠʡ ʜʘʣʴʥʝʡʰʝʛʦ ʨʘʟʚʠʪʠʷ 

(çʨʝʠʥʢʘʨʥʘʮʠʷè ʙʦʣʝʝ ʠʣʠ ʤʝʥʝʝ ʝʜʠʥʦʛʦ ʪʦʨʛʦʚʦ-ʵʢʦʥʦʤʠʯʝʩʢʦʛʦ 

ʧʨʦʩʪʨʘʥʩʪʚʘ ʚ ɼʫʥʘʡʩʢʦʡ ɽʚʨʦʧʝ). ɺ ʮʝʥʪʨʝ ʚʥʠʤʘʥʠʷ ʜʦʢʣʘʜʯʠʢʘ ï ʘʥʘʣʠʟ 

ʪʦʛʦ, ʢʘʢʫʶ ʨʦʣʴ ʚ ʙʨʠʪʘʥʩʢʠʭ ʦʮʝʥʢʘʭ ʩʠʪʫʘʮʠʠ ʚ ʧʦʩʣʝʚʦʝʥʥʦʡ ʎɺɽ ʠʛʨʘʣʠ 

ʧʨʝʜʩʪʘʚʣʝʥʠʷ ʦʙ ʵʚʝʥʪʫʘʣʴʥʦʤ ʚʦʟʚʨʘʱʝʥʠʠ ʧʨʝʞʥʝʡ ʩʪʨʘʪʝʛʠʯʝʩʢʦʡ ʠ 

ʵʢʦʥʦʤʠʯʝʩʢʦʡ ʩʠʪʫʘʮʠʠ, ʩʫʱʝʩʪʚʦʚʘʚʰʝʡ ʚ ʩʫʙʨʝʛʠʦʥʝ ʜʦ ʥʘʯʘʣʘ ʇʝʨʚʦʡ 

ʤʠʨʦʚʦʡ ʚʦʡʥʳ; ʚʳʷʚʣʝʥʠʝ ʪʦʛʦ, ʥʘʩʢʦʣʴʢʦ ʥʘʜ ʩʫʞʜʝʥʠʷʤʠ, ʠʤʝʚʰʠʤʠ 

ʭʦʞʜʝʥʠʝ ʚ ʌʦʨʠʥ ʆʬʠʩʝ ʠ ʋʘʡʪʭʦʣʣʝ ʥʘʚʠʩʘʣʘ, ʦʙʨʘʟʥʦ ʛʦʚʦʨʷ, çʪʝʥʴ 

ʠʤʧʝʨʠʡè. 
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ʆʩʥʦʚʦʡ ʠʩʪʦʯʥʠʢʦʚʦʡ ʙʘʟʳ ʠʩʩʣʝʜʦʚʘʥʠʷ ʩʪʘʣʠ ʤʘʪʝʨʠʘʣʳ 

ʅʘʮʠʦʥʘʣʴʥʦʛʦ ʘʨʭʠʚʘ ɺʝʣʠʢʦʙʨʠʪʘʥʠʠ (ʬʦʥʜ ʂʘʙʠʥʝʪ ʤʠʥʠʩʪʨʦʚ ʠ ʣʠʯʥʳʝ 

ʬʦʥʜʳ ʩʦʪʨʫʜʥʠʢʦʚ ʄʀɼʘ ɺʝʣʠʢʦʙʨʠʪʘʥʠʠ). ʇʦ ʠʪʦʛʘʤ ʘʥʘʣʠʟʘ ʘʚʪʦʨ 

ʧʨʠhʝʣ ʢ ʚʳʚʦʜʫ ʦ ʩʫʱʝʩʪʚʝʥʥʦʤ ʟʥʘʯʝʥʠʠ çʪʝʥʠ ʠʤʧʝʨʠʡè ʚ ʙʨʠʪʘʥʩʢʠʭ 

ʦʮʝʥʢʘʭ. ɺ ʃʦʥʜʦʥʝ ʦʪʥʶʜʴ ʥʝ ʠʩʢʣʶʯʘʣʠ ʪʦʛʦ, ʯʪʦ ʇʦʣʴʰʘ ʤʦʞʝʪ ʣʠʙʦ 

ʩʥʦʚʘ ʠʩʯʝʟʥʫʪʴ ʩ ʧʦʣʠʪʠʯʝʩʢʦʡ ʢʘʨʪʳ ɽʚʨʦʧʳ (ʪʘʢʠʝ ʩʫʞʜʝʥʠʷ ʠʤʝʣʠ 

ʭʦʞʜʝʥʠʝ ʚ ʨʘʟʛʘʨ ʩʦʚʝʪʩʢʦ-ʧʦʣʴʩʢʦʡ ʚʦʡʥʳ 1920 ʛ.), ʣʠʙʦ ʥʝʠʟʙʝʞʥʦ ʜʦʣʞʥʘ 

ʙʫʜʝʪ ʚ ʙʫʜʫʱʝʤ ʧʦʡʪʠ ʥʘ ʫʩʪʫʧʢʠ ʩʚʦʠʤ ʤʦʛʫʱʝʩʪʚʝʥʥʳʤ ʩʦʩʝʜʷʤ 

(ɻʝʨʤʘʥʠʠ ʠ ʉʉʉʈ), ʩʮʝʥʘʨʠʡ ʨʘʜʠʢʘʣʴʥʦʛʦ ʦʩʣʘʙʣʝʥʠʷ ʢʦʪʦʨʳʭ ʧʦ ʠʪʦʛʘʤ 

ʇʝʨʚʦʡ ʤʠʨʦʚʦʡ ʚʦʡʥʳ ʥʝ ʙʳʣ ʨʝʘʣʠʟʦʚʘʥ ʧʦʣʥʦʩʪʴʶ. ʇʨʦʷʚʣʝʥʠʷʤʠ çʪʝʥʠè 

ɸʚʩʪʨʦ-ɺʝʥʛʝʨʩʢʦʡ ʠʤʧʝʨʠʠ, ʚ ʩʚʦʶ ʦʯʝʨʝʜʴ, ʤʦʞʥʦ ʩʯʠʪʘʪʴ ʥʝʢʦʪʦʨʳʝ 

ʭʦʜʦʚʳʝ ʪʝʟʠʩʳ ʨʷʜʘ ʩʦʪʨʫʜʥʠʢʦʚ ʌʦʨʠʥ ʆʬʠʩʘ: ʞʝʣʘʪʝʣʴʥʦʩʪ ɹ ʩʥʠʟʠʪʴ 

ʪʘʤʦʞʝʥʥʳʝ ʙʘʨʴʝʨ rʠ ʠʥʳʝ ʧʨʝʛʨʘʜ rʥʘ ʧʫʪʠ ʪʦʨʛʦʚʣʠ ʠ ʵʢʦʥʦʤʠʯʝʩʢʦʛʦ 

ʚʟʘʠʤʦʜʝʡʩʪʚʠʷ ʚ ɼʫʥʘʡʩʢʦʡ ɽʚʨʦʧʝ; ʦʩʫʞʜʝʥʠʝ ʤʝʩʪʥʳʭ ʥʘʮʠʦʥʘʣʠʟʤʦʚ ʥʘ 

ɹʘʣʢʘʥʩʢʦʤ ʧʦʣʫʦʩʪʨʦʚʝ, ʩʳʛʨʘʪʴ ʥʘ ʢʦʪʦʨʳʭ, ʢʘʢ ʩʯʠʪʘʣʦʩʴ, ʤʦʛ ʠ 

ʉʦʚʝʪʩʢʠʡ ʉʦʶʟ. ɺʥʠʤʘʥʠʝ ʢ ʵʚʝʥʪʫʘʣʴʥʦʤʫ çʩʦʚʝʪʩʢʦʤʫè ʧʨʦʥʠʢʥʦʚʝʥʠʶ 

ʥʘ ɹʘʣʢʘʥʳ ʠ ʚ ʖʛʦ-ɺʦʩʪʦʯʥʫʶ ɽʚʨʦʧʫ ʪʘʢʞʝ ʚ ʥʝʢʦʪʦʨʦʡ ʩʪʝʧʝʥʠ ʩʙʣʠʞʘʣʦ 

ʦʙʨʘʟ çʩʪʨʘʥʳ ʉʦʚʝʪʦʚè ʠ ʙʳʚʰʝʡ ʈʦʩʩʠʡʩʢʦʡ ʠʤʧʝʨʠʠ ʚ ʛʣʘʟʘʭ ʙʨʠʪʘʥʩʢʠʭ 

ʜʠʧʣʦʤʘʪʦʚ. 
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The WWI transformed the strategic and political map of the Central and 

Eastern Europe (CEE) far more sharply and radically than in the Western part of 

the continent. However, many contemporaries, including authoritative British 

diplomats and political leaders, were not sure that the new Versailles order would 

be firm and stable. Officials in the Foreign Office and the Whitehall thought that 

some sort of reestablishment of the former political and economic order in CEE 

dominated by the huge Empires ï primarily German, Russian and Austro-

Hungarian ï was not only possible (as in the case of the eventual Soviet-German 

ñlinkò) but even desirable (as in the case of Danubian Europe which suffered from 

the disintegration of the trade and other economic contacts of the past). This paper 

aims to define what role did the ideas of the possible reincarnation of the ñImperial 

orderò in CEE play in the British diplomatic and political estimates in the 1920s, 

how strongly did the ñshadow of Empiresò hang over the ideas which circulated in 

the Foreign Office and the Whitehall. 

The principal sources, which formed the basis for this narrative, are the 

materials of the National Archives of Great Britain (Cabinet papers and private 

papers of the various diplomats). The author concludes that the ñshadow of 

Empiresò played a significant role in the formation of important British judgments 

and estimates and influenced the foreign policy of the UK. In the Foreign Office 

and at the Whitehall authoritative officials did not exclude that Poland could once 

again disappear from the European political map (such ideas were especially 

widespread during the Soviet-Polish war in 1920) or, even if survived, would 

eventually make territorial and other concessions to Germany (and probably to the 

USSR), as they became stronger. The ñshadowò of the Austro-Hungarian Empire 

hung over the minds in the Foreign Office also and partially found its expression in 

the ideas about desirability to get rid of the customs barriers between the 

ñsuccessor-statesò, to cool down the ethnic nationalisms in the Balkans which 

might be used, for example, by the Soviet Union. The fears that the Soviet 

infiltration in the Balkans and the Middle East might be a new form of the 
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traditional ñRussian imperialismò also indicated a tendency to view the 

international situation of the 1920s using in some cases the lenses of the past. 


