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Central Eastern Europe: (multi)national statesiccessors of the
multinational empire
The creation of national independent states in CeBfatern and
Southeastern Europe was, on the one htdradlogical outcomes of the process of
national seHdetermination in such a multinational empire as the Habsburg

A

monarchy, and on the other, a reaction to the danger of a social (socialist
revolution. The Bolsheviks, in turn, regarded the national réeoiun Austria
Hungary as a phenomenon preceding the social (socialist) revolution.

3. The borders of national independent states were determined anc
established in different wayks peace treaties within the framework of the
Versailles system, treatidsetween the newly formed countries of the region,
declarations of national councils and committees located both in Atkirigary
and in Russia, France, Great Britain, the USA, plebiscites (referenda), territorial
seizures.

4. The new CEE and SEE states were based on various combinations o
elements of national historical state law (Polish, Czech, Croatian and Serbian)
concepts of natural law, national sdétermination, national sovereignty, concepts
of ethnic kinship andinity (Czechoslovakism, Yugoslavism), with some elements
of historical state law, national patriotism, and in monarchical statee ideas of
loyalty to the dynasty, loyalism (monarchism) and legalism, in authoritarian
loyalty to the ruler.

5. The neWwy created national states were multiethnic and state borders
passed through the territories on which two or more peoples for a long historical
period lived together. This led to the fact that etheroitorial disputes and
conflicts between the successsiates of Austriddungary acquired an interstate
character.

6. Forms of political regimes in the new statesonarchy (Kingdom of the

SCS), Romania, republi¢sPoland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hungary. All those



states, except for Czechoslovakia, evolvied the following years towards
authoritarianism and totalitarianism.

7. Interstate relations were determined by the creation of a miptaitycal
unioni the Little Entente and the Balkan Entente. The first was directed against
the return of the Habsby dynasty and the restoration of the empire, the seicond
against the intervention of powers in the affairs of the region.

8. Interethnic contradictions and territorial claims between the states of
CentralEast and Southeast Europe, the processes ohaaselfdetermination in
the new conditions and a new form subsequently became one of the reasons for tf
outbreak of World War II.



