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The activity of Ukrainian political emigration in the context of the organization of
the Russian emigration community in the 1820
Thedirect result of tragic events that took place at the turn of the 1910s and

1920s in Russia was amergenc®f such a unique phenomenon of national and
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wor |l d hi st ocentury @ad RudsianeExils. @ommunity. The mentioned
emigrant community included 2 to 3.5 million people, according to estimates of its
representatives. It was dispersed in different countries of the Old and New World.
By ethnic composition, it resembled eakedd o wn copy of t he
Therefore, a lot of emigrants of the first postolution wave, that were not
considered ¢Great Russianse (or simp
guite consciously assigned themselves to the Russianaimigcommunity. And

the leading actors of international politics of that time, including the League of
Nations, referred to all emigrants from the territory of the former Russian Empire
as to the Russians.

However, some representatives of the gesbluion emigration were not
ready to agree with such a definition of their ogthnicidentity. In particular, at
the final stage of the civil war in Russia in different parts of Europe separate
political, cultural and educational organizations started to .farheir members
wanted to establish an independent Ukrainian state and therefore they refused to |
part of the ¢Great Russiane diaspora
the activity ofthesee al | ed Government of UkR)iai ni
exile. While their most prominent participants attempted to establish direct
contacts with the chief executives of the League of Nations, that included the
authority attending the refugee affairs headed by F. Nansen. Moreover, accordin
to representaves of the Russian emigration community, despite their common
refusal to accept the Soviet regime, the adherents of independent Ukraine by the
cpersistent separatist propagandaé w¢
refugees and to impose tme international community an idea of the existence of
cseparate Ukrainian refugeese.

At the same time attempts of the nationalist part of Ukrainian emigrants to
introduce a political component in humanitarian activity of the League of Nations
for refugeeaffairs caused serious concerns of F. Nansen and otherdmgimg
officials of this organization making their common work for regulation of a legal

status of all former Russian citizens in foreign countries more difficult.



