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The Polish Factor in Sovidétrench Relationship (1930939)

In the period between the two World Wars SoWetnchPolish relationship
was, in the words of the French historian F. $besg, an "impossible triangle". Its
foundation was the relations between Moscow and Paris. For a long time, the twe
countries experienced persistent mutual rejection, which was fueled by the memon
of the events of the Russian Revolution and the Civil Warthe early 1930s,
faced with the prospect of German revenge, they began a slow movement towarc
each other. However, it quickly became clear that the third "peak" of the triangle,
Poland, has its position on the problem of European security. The RFatisin
invariably influenced SoviefErench relations throughout the prewar decade. What
role did it play in the final failure of the Sovi€tench alliance project?

In historiography three points of view have traditionally been expressed in
this regard. Bviet historians believed that the irresponsible foreign policy of
"bourgeoisl andl or d Pol and" , combi ned wi t
i mpossi bl e t o bring toget her t he p
aggression. Some modern Russian researdoeng to similar conclusions. Their
opponents believe that the USSR bears its share of responsibility for the failure o
the "grand alliance"™ and speak abou
Warsaw. Those who hold the third point of view believe thaisReas the weak
link in the "impossible triangle". It was France that was unable to formulate a clear
foreign policy line towards Poland, which turned Warsaw into an obstacle to the
SovietFrench rapprochement.

It seems that it is the latter position thabst adequately explains the
problem. French elites throughout the interwar period fluctuated in their attitude
towards Poland. If diplomats showed a certain restraint, some top general:
remained adherents of the Polish alliance up to 1939, sharing aletelyp
erroneous idea ahe real military potential of Warsaw. The "bumbling” of the
French policy strengthened Poland in the perception of itself as a great power witt

the actual absence of real grounds for such a view.






