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     Abstract

The initial post-dissolution wave of ethnic migration in the post Soviet region was quickly followed by the contraction of the population territorial mobility. Simultaneously, socio-economic factors began to play an increasing role in defining the character and intensity of migration flows, including the expansion of temporary, labor and undocumented migration. Thus migration that initially served as evidence of ethnic tensions and discrimination against minorities, became quickly a mechanism of market transition, providing for the economic survival of population under the crisis conditions. 
Indeed, the growing regional disparities result in the quickly growing scale of labor migration in the region. On the one hand, this is the result of the USSR dissolution and the liberalization of exit and (to a lesser extent) entrance procedures by most post Soviet states—with the exception of Turkmenistan. On the other hand, under the conditions of the economic collapse and the erosion of the social welfare mechanisms, labor migration became both a means of personal survival of the population and provided an important economic and financial support pillar for many post Soviet states, creating new grass-roots economic infrastructure. Labor migration stimulated the formation of various segments of the market, including the labor market, and generated new large scale financial flows, supporting the weak economies of the migrants’ home states.


Indeed, the temporary, labor, and undocumented migration has seen a rapid growth during the1990s and 2000s. Depending on a season, between 3 and 5 million labor migrants are working in the RF annually, most of them—from the CIS countries, with the share of Central Asian states in this flow quickly growing. A new phenomenon represents the increasing labor migration from Central Asia to Kazakhstan, increasingly competing with Russia for labor resources. In addition, the newly-formed and still mostly centered on Russia Eurasian migration system increasingly involves migrants from the countries outside the post Soviet region. For example, the number of labor migrants from China in the RF increased during 2001-2009 seven times, from Vietnam—7.5 times, and from North Korea—two times. In 2008, there were 281.7 thousand officially registered Chinese labor migrants in Russia while the overall number of Chinese migrants was estimated at 400-600 thousand (Vishnevskii, A.G., ed. (2011) Naselenie Rossii 2009: Semnadtsatyi ezhegodnyi demograficheskii doklad. Moscow: Higher School of Economics Publishing House, 278-9).

Both the protection of migrants’ civil rights and the regulation of such migration affiliated phenomena as migrant remittances and security issues (including brain drain from Russia of the military technology experts, the increasing potential for the international drug trade, and weapons and human trafficking) require the formation of the regional organizational structures and the legal framework that are practically missing at this time.   
Russia’s role in the regional migration chain has evolved drastically: from the core of a multiethnic imperial structure that was sending its population out to the ethnic periphery for more than 450 years to a center of the second largest immigration system in the world.
 The increasing ethnic heterogeneity of the immigrant inflow to Russia is especially significant.  With the depletion of the number of ethnic Russian migrants, the influx of ethnic aliens, coming first of all from Central Asia and the Transcaucasus is growing in importance. The resulting growth of the RF population ethnic heterogeneity leads to the increasing ethnic tensions and the expansion of xenophobia within the receiving society.  

Of special interest is the controversial governmental response to migration phenomenon—from a frequent criminalization of labor migration and ignoring the rise of xenophobic anti immigrant movements to sporadic attempts to legalize specific migrant groups and to stimulate their inflow. The inconsistent governmental approach to the issue of migration policy reform results in numerous controversial provisions and loopholes in the immigration legislation and a large number of illegal immigrants, creating conditions for a widespread corruption of state officials. The situation is further aggravated by the development of the ethnic division of labor and the high profitability of illegal migrant labor for employers and the moral corruption of the population, assigning different values to the local and immigrant, especially illegal immigrant population. The situation can be changed only on the basis of consistent immigration reforms, taking the immigrant population out of a “grey zone.” 

� The World Bank estimates the overall immigration flow to Russia at 12.1 million compared with 38.4 million flow to the US and 10.1 million, to the third-ranked Germany (India Top Receiver Of Migrant Remittances In 2007, Followed By China And Mexico. � HYPERLINK "http://web.worldbank.org/" ��http://web.worldbank.org/�) . The latest, May 2012 Pew Center estimate puts the US immigrant population at 39.6 million.





