ZHANG Jian 

Research Fellow of Center for BRICS Studies 

in China Foreign Affairs University
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BRICS Cooperation in China’s International Strategy 
and Global Interests
Since 2008, we do recognize that “newly emerging powers” (in Chinese xinxing daguo新兴大国) are an increasingly important force in international politics. BRICS cooperation is a product of globalization but also the strategic adjustment of China in the New Century. In year 2014, besides China, nearly all the other BRICS members have suffered the slow increase of the GDP. Although some strategic circles clamor "BRIC fade" theory, in fact, BRICS countries will not fade, but the increasing strategic influence will become more powerful.

In the past couple of years, the BRICS have transformed themselves from an abstract notion into a more formal political grouping. For China, besides helping to minimize dependence on the U.S. and possibly to constrain American unilateralism, BRICS cooperation serves several other functions.

1. Stabilize International Environment and Prevent Encirclement

Since Deng initiated “reform and opening” in 1978, the fundamental goal of China's diplomacy has been to create a stable and peaceful international environment that is conducive to economic development.

Russia is of course China’s traditional friend in the area. And improving relations with India not only make it less likely that it will directly threaten China, but it also makes it less likely to join with the U.S. in encircling China by joining an anti-China balancing coalition.
Cooperation through the BRICS grouping is only one part of a larger effort to build cooperative relations with these powers, but BRICS cooperation helps to stabilize China's international environment.

Only with good international environment, can China goes fatherly in global.

2. Work for the Interests of the Global South and Secure our Political Status as a Developing Country

We China maintain our identity as a developing country. As our power has increased, Chinese leaders have pledged to improve the lives of its brothers in the developing world. China believes BRICS is a guardian of the interests of developing countries. Therefore, as a big developing country, China will stand on the side of developing countries for more legal rights and interests of developing countries on region and on international issues. China will push BRICS cooperation to oppose hegemonism and all kinds of Neo-interventionism, promote democracy in international relations and diversification of development modes. In global affairs governance, China will maintain close consultations by BRICS cooperation with other emerging economies, coordinate their positions, setting issues, and increased representation in international affairs with the voice of developing countries.

3. BRICS cooperation is a quite important implementation in the form of perspective of China's multilateral diplomacy, which could become China's participation in global economic restructuring governance of major strategic platform
With the growth and internationalization of China's comprehensive national strength, how to participate in multilateral diplomatic affairs and fulfill the responsibility of a big country gradually become a new topic of China's diplomacy. Multilateral diplomacy is to be seen as China’s important strategic platform by which we can improve both the bilateral relations and as well the international image. Since 21 century we have repeatedly stressed that "active participation", "positive attitude", "positive role" and other words, concentrate stressed China positive and promising in multilateral diplomatic stage. We realize that emerging countries are acting as stakeholders and participating in the international decision-making process, and they should be treated as equal partners in negotiations to reach a responsible consensus.

The BRICS have come together in a political grouping in a way that has far exceeded most expectations. Our leaders are much happier to continue to maintain a relatively fluently cooperate with other emerging developing countries, and benefit from this cooperation while not being seen as confronting some countries and goes globally.
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