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13th Russian International Studies 
Association Convention 

October 14-16, 2021

14 October

09:00 – 10:00 Registration and coffee

10:00 – 11:30 RISA Plenary session. Is Sustainable Development a 
Platform for a Broad International Dialogue?

11:30 – 12:00 Coffee break

12:00 – 18:00 1st Russian Public Conference «Sustainable 
Development and ESG Transformation»

12:00 – 14:00 Plenary session «What will happen in Glasgow?»

14:30 – 16:00 Session «Sustainable development and ESG-
transformation: сhallenges and opportunities for business»

14:30 – 16:00 Section «Science and education in sustainable 
development»

16:30 – 18:00 Section «Green Shift. Role of the multilateral diplomacy»

16:30 – 18:00 Section «Worldwide ecological agenda. Guidance for 
Russia»

12:00 – 18:00 Section Work

12:00 – 18:00 Iberoamerican session. In memory of prof. Alla 
Zenkovich.

13:30 – 14:00 Coffee break

14:00 – 15:45 Special session. Thirty Years of the New Russia’s Foreign 
Policy
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15:45 – 16:00 Coffee break

16:00 – 18:00 Evolving world order: Global and regional challenges for 
Russia (with IMEMO RAN)

18:00 – 21:00 Reception for convention participants

15 October

09:00 – 09:30 Registration and coffee

09:30 – 18:00 Section work

09:30 – 11:00 Plenary session of the conference Russia and ASEAN 
in the Asia-Pacific Region: Dynamics of Cooperation, 
Regional Processes and Global Context (dedicated to 
the 25th anniversary of the ASEAN-Russia Dialogue 
Partnership and the 30th anniversary of the ASEAN-
Russia relations).

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break

11:30 – 13:00 Special event (to be confirmed)

13:00 – 13:30 Coffee break

13:30 – 18:00 Special session on Afghanistan

13:30 – 18:00 Conference Law between East and West (with Law 
Faculty of Kazan Federal University)

19:00 – 21:00 Finger food and music

16 October

09:00 – 10:00 Registration and coffee

10:00 – 18:00 Section work
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Anatoly Torkunov
Rector, MGIMO University, Academician of RAS

Anatoly Chubais
Special Representative of the President of the Russian Federation for 
Relations with International Organisations to Achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals

Andrey Melville
Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, HSE University

Adil Aliev
Deputy Chairman, Milli Mejlis (National Assembly of Azerbaijan) 

Vladimir Solodov
Governor of Kamchatka Krai (online)

Pascal Lamy
President, Paris Peace Forum, Secretary General of World Trade Organization 
(2005-2013) (online)

Wolfgang Schüssel
Chancellor of Austria (2000-2007) (online)

Temirbek Asanbekov
Member of the Board – Minister in charge of Energy and Infrastructure, 
Eurasian Economic Commission

Abdukhalil Gafurzoda
Rector, Academy of Public Administration under the President of the Republic 
of Tajikistan 

Valery Fyodorov
Director General, Russian Public Opinion Research Center (VCIOM)
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PLENARY SESSION  
Is Sustainable Development a Platform for a 
Broad International Dialogue?

October 14, 2021 10:00-11:30 a.m.
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IBEROAMERICAN SESSION  
In memory of prof. Alla Zenkovich 

October 14, 2021

11:50 – 12:00 Hall № 233
Opening ceremony of Alla Zenkovich Hall

12:00 – 13:30 Hall № 314
Iberoamerican world. Russian perspective. 
(In memory of prof. Alla Zenkovich)

Nikolay Sofinsky 
Deputy director, Latin America Department of Russian Foreign Ministry

Vladimir Davydov
Science Director, Institute of Latin America, RAS

Pavel Zenkovich
Vice-President, Group of companies «Prosveschenie»

María Luisa Ramos Urzagaste
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Embassy of Bolivia

Giselle Meléndez Castro 
Counsellor, Embassy of Nicaragua

Marcos Félix Lazo Viltres
Counsellor, Embassy of Cuba



Joaquín Pastrana
Counsellor, Embassy of Mexico 

Lyudmila Okuneva
Head of Department, Department of European and American Studies, 
MGIMO University

Valery Iovenko
Head of Department, Department of Spanish language, MGIMO University

Galina Romanova
Professor, Department of Spanish language, MGIMO University

Sergey Khenkin
Professor, Department of Comparative Political Science 

Elena Astakhova 
Senior Lecturer, Department of Spanish language, MGIMO University
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Moderators:

Yury Kobaladze
Deputy Dean, Faculty of International Journalism, MGIMO University

Maksim Suchkov
Director, Center for Advanced American Studies (CAAS), MGIMO University

Panel members:

Vladimir Baranovsky
Academician of RAS

Gennady Burbulis
President, Fund “The Culture of Dignity” 

Vladimir Grigoriev
Deputy Head, Federal Agency for Press and Mass Communications, Chairman 
of the Council, Center for Polish-Russian Dialogue and Understanding

Andrey Zagorsky
Head of Disarmament and Settlement of Conflict Division, Center for 
International Security IMEMO RAS, Professor, Department of International 
Relations and Foreign Policy of Russia, MGIMO University

Evgeniy Kozhokin
Dean of the Faculty of International Relations and Foreign Area Studies, RSUH
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SPECIAL SESSION  
Thirty Years of the New Russia’s Foreign Policy

October 14, 2021 
14:00 - 15:45 a.m. Hall 423



Sergey Krylov
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Professor, Department of 
Diplomacy, MGIMO University

Vladimir Lukin
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Research Professor, Faculty of 
World Economy and International Affairs, HSE University

Alexander Panov
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Head of Department, 
Department of Diplomacy, MGIMO University

Adam Daniel Rotfeld
Professor, University of Warsaw

Dmitry Ryurikov
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary

Mikhail Fedotov
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Director, UNESCO Chair on 
Copyright, Neighboring, Cultural and Information Rights, HSE University

Viktor Shadursky
Ph.D. in History

Sergey Shakhray
President, Higher School of State Audit (faculty), MSU 
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13:30 – 15:30 Hall 314
Plenary meeting
Youtube live streaming (Russian and English languages)

Moderator:
Ivan Safranchuk
Director of Center of Euro-Asian Studies, MGIMO Institute of International 
Studies

Co-moderator:
Khilola Ulugova-Kuzmina
Lecturer at the Department of International Relations and Russian Foreign 
Policy, MGIMO

Welcoming speech:
Anatoly Torkunov
MGIMO Rector, President of RISA

Speakers:

Zamir Kabulov
Russian President’s Special Envoy to Afghanistan, Director of the Russian 
Foreign Ministry's Second Asia Department

Alexander Sternik
Director of the Russian Foreign Ministry's Third Department of CIS Countries

Oleg Polguev
Deputy Chiefof the General Staff of the Russian Aerospace Forces

SPECIAL SESSION  
Afghanistan within Regional Interactions. 
Central Asian Perspective

15 October, 2021 
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Lakhdar Brahimi
Former United Nations Special Representative for Afghanistan online

Sadyk Safaev
First Deputy Chairperson of the Senate of Oliy Majlis of Uzbekistan, Rector of 
the University of World Economy and Diplomacy

Abdukhalil Gafurzoda
Rector of the Academy of Public Administration under the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan

Asif Durrani
Senior Research Fellow at Islamabad Policy Research Institute, former Deputy 
Chief of Pakistani Mission in Afghanistan online

Rakesh Sood
Distinguished Fellow at Observer Research Foundation, ORF
Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan (2005-2008) online

Mehdi Sanaei
Director of Institute for Iran-Eurasia Studies, Professor at University of Tehran, 
former Ambassador of Iran in Russia online

Ying Rong
Vice President of China Institute of International Studies (CIIS) online
 
Andrey Kazantsev
Senior research fellow at Center for Euro-Atlantic Security, MGIMO Institute 
of International Studies online



16:00 – 19:00 Room 442
Expert Round Table

Moderator:
Ivan Safranchuk
Director of Center of Euro-Asian Studies, MGIMO Institute of International 
Studies

Co-moderator:
Khilola Ulugova-Kuzmina
Lecturer at the Department of International Relations and Russian Foreign 
Policy, MGIMO

Introductory reports:

Akramdjan Nematov
First Deputy Director of the Institute for Strategic and Regional Studies under 
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Kosimsho Iskandarov
Chief Academic Secretary of Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Tajikistan

Mikhail Konarovskiy
Senior research fellow Center for East Asian and Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization Studies, MGIMO Institute of International Studies

Panellists:

Sadyk Safaev
First Deputy Chairperson of the Senate of Oliy Majlis of Uzbekistan, Rector of 
the University of World Economy and Diplomacy

Oleg Polguev
Deputy Chief of the General Staff of the Russian Aerospace Forces
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Abdukhalil Gafurzoda
Rector of the Academy of Public Administration under the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan

Daniyar Kurbanov
Director of the Information and Analytical Center for International Relations 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Sultan Akimbekov
Director of the Institute of Asian Studies (Republic of Kazakhstan)

Bakhtiyor Mustafayev
Deputy Directorof the International Institute of Central Asia (Republic of 
Uzbekistan)

Avazbek Atakhanov
Oriental Studies Expert, Diplomat (Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic)

Lessya Karataeva
Senior research fellow at the Kazakhstan Institute for Strategic Studies under 
the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Dmitry Ryurikov
Russian Diplomat, former Ambassador of Russia to Uzbekistan

Sergey Luzyanin
Professor at the Department of Regional Studies, Faculty of World Economy 
and International Affairs, HSE University

Ulugbek Khasanov
Professor at the University of World Economy and Diplomacy (Republic of 
Uzbekistan)

Alexey Podberezkin
Director of Center for Military and Political Studies, MGIMO University
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Vladimir Kozin
Senior expert at the Center for Military and Political Studies, MGIMO 
University

Andrey Sushentsov
Director of MGIMO Institute of International Studies

Evgeniy Kozhokin
Professor at the Department of International Relations and Russian Foreign 
Policy, MGIMO

Georgy Machitidze
Senior Research Fellow at the Center of Middle East Studies, MGIMO Institute 
of International Studies

Yuriy Laletin
Associate Professor at the Department of Ondo-Iranian and African 
Languages, MGIMO University

Vasiliy Kravtsov
Russian expert on Afghan Crisis

Vladimir Snegirev
International Observerat Rossiyskaya Gazeta Newspaper

Vasiliy Khristoforov
Head of the Department of International Security, Russian State University for 
the Humanities
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SPECIAL SESSIONS
WITH SIMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION

October 14-16, 2021

2.10 The African vector of the Russian Federation's foreign 
policy
Prof. Irina O. Abramova, Director of the RAS Institute for African 
Studies, Member of the RAS Presidium, Head of the Scientific Council 
of the Secretariat of the Russia-Africa Partnership Forum, RAS 
Corresponding Member
October, 16     11.00-14.30    Hall №214

2.12 International Scientific and Practical Conference 
"Eurasian integration projects: challenges and prospects"
Konstantin Zatulin, First Deputy Chairman of the State Duma 
Committee on CIS Affairs, Eurasian Integration and Relations with 
Compatriots, Head of the Institute of CIS Countries (Russia)
October, 15    10.00-18.00    Hall №9, Hall №4154

9.8 "The World Socialism System" and the Global Economy in 
the 1950s - 1970s: Historiographic Discussions and Recent 
Archival Findings (in collaboration with the Institute of 
General History of the Russian Academy of Sciences)
Mikhail Lipkin, Corresponding Member of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Director of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Head of the Department of World and National 
History of MGIMO
October, 15    10.00-12.00    Hall №215

9.12 "Is Transparency in the Modern Media Possible in the Era 
of the Rapid Development of Digital Technologies?"
Andrey Bystritsky, Chairman of the Board of the Foundation for 
Development and Support of the Valdai Discussion Club; Professor, Dean 
of the Faculty of Communications, Media and Design, National Research 
University Higher School of Economics
October, 14    12.00-13.30   Hall №442
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SPECIAL EVENT

Peace and Security in Times of Transition:
Socialist and Post-Socialist States & the 
Development of International Peacekeeping

Moscow, Russia
15th - 16th October 2021

Conveners 

Alexander Nikitin 
(Moscow State Institute of International Relations, IIS)
Andreas Hilger 
(German Historical Institute, Moscow)
Swapna Kona Nayudu 
(Harvard University Asia Center)

Program

Friday, 15th October 2021
MGIMO IIS Conference Hall
10.00 - 10.15 hrs
Welcome & Introduction
Alexander Nikitin/Swapna Kona Nayudu/Andreas Hilger

10.30 - 12.30 hrs
Panel I: The Cold War, Socialist Internationalism & Peacekeeping
Chair: Andreas Hilger, (German Historical Institute, Moscow)

Presenter 1: Péter Apor (Hungarian Academy of Sciences/CEU, Budapest, 
Hungary)
Paper Title: ‘Sharing Histories, Sharing Weapons: Antiimperialist History, 
Legitimate Violence and Second-Third World Military Relationships in the 
Cold War’
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Presenter 2: Aleksandar Životić (University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia)
Paper Title: ‘In the Triangle between Socialism, Neutralism and Alliance: 
Yugoslavia and UNEF, 1956 - 1967’

Presenter 3: Jovan Čavoški
(Institute for Recent History of Serbia, Belgrade, Serbia)
Paper Title: ‘Bringing Nasser Back from the Brink: Yugoslavia’s and India’s 
Mediating Efforts during the 1967 Crisis in the Middle East’

12.30 - 13.00 Coffee break

13.00 - 14.00
Panel II: Wider Dimensions: Socialist Peacebuilding Avant la Lettre
Chair: Swapna Kona Nayudu, (Harvard University Asia Center)

Presenter 1: Anja Westermann (University of Paderborn, Paderborn, Germany)
Paper Title: ‘The Case of South East Asia: The Lower Mekong River Basin 
between System Boundary and Unifier’

Presenter2:
Nataliya Shok (Privolzhsky Research Medical University, Nizhny Novgorod, 
Russia)

Presenter 3:
Nikita Pivovarov (Sechenov University, Moscow, Russia)
Paper Title: “For World Peace”: Actors of the Global Biosecurity Dialogue and 
Bioethical Discourse in the Politics of the USSR during the Cold War

14.00 -15.00 Lunch

15.00 - 16.30
Panel III: Socialist and Post - socialist Peacekeeping in a World of 
Transition 
Chair: Aleksandar Životić

Presenter 1: Kazushige Kobayashi
(Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding, Geneva, Switzerland)
Paper Title: ‘Shadow Liberalism of an ‘Illiberal’ Conflict Manager: Russia and 
the Transformation of Global Peacebuilding Order’
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Presenter 2: Cristian Vlas (Independent Scholar) 

Presenter 3: Nicoleta Mîrza (Independent Scholar)
Paper Title: ‘Peacekeeping Mission on the Nistru River: Effectiveness and 
Viability?’

Presenter 4: Enrico Magnani (MINURSO, Laayoune, Western Sahara)
Paper Title: ‘Socialist and Post - Socialist Countries and MINURSO’

Saturday, 16th October 2021
Hall № 442
10.00 -11.30 hrs

Panel IV: West and East Asian Perspectives on Peacekeeping & 
Foreign Policy
Chair: Nataliya Shok

Presenter 1: Rahim Rahimov (Management Board of the Association of 
European Studies for the Caucasus)
Paper Title: ‘Between Peacekeeping and Foreign Policy Agenda: Azerbaijani 
Mission in Kosovo’

Presenter 2: Xinyu Yuan (Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding, 
Geneva)
Paper Title: ‘Contesting Liberal Peace? Chinese Discourse and Practices about
Peacebuilding’

Presenter 3: Pascal Abb (Hessische Stiftung Friedens und Konfliktforschung,
Frankfurt/Main)
Paper Title: ‘The Impact of Economic Determinism on Chinese Conflict 
Theory and Peacekeeping Approaches

11.30 -11.45 Coffee break

11.45 - 14.00 hrs
Panel V: Post-Socialist Relations and International Peacekeeping: Crises in 
Georgia
Chair: Alexander Nikitin, IIS MGIMO
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Presenter 1: Hailu Mamo (Office UN Representative to the International 
Discussions, Geneva, Switzerland)
Paper Title: ‘The Case of UNOMIG’

Presenter 2: Wolfgang Richter (SWP Berlin, Germany)
Paper Title: ‘Role of the OSCE in Peacekeeping and Experiences Made 
in South Ossetia up to the August War 2008’

Presenter 3: Kosta G. Dzugaev (History Department of the Ossetian 
Research Institute – formerly Chair of the South Ossetian Parliament, 
Advisor to the South Ossetian Presidents, Chair of the Parliamentary
Committee of South Ossetia on the Legal and Human Rights Affairs)
Paper Title: Peacekeeping Activities and Political Context in South 
Ossetia (1992-2008)

Presenter 4: Inal Khashig (Editor - in - Chief of the “Chegemskaya 
Pravda” Newspaper and of the JAM-News Multimedia Electronic
Journal)
Paper Title: War, Peace and Peackeeping in Abkhazia in the 1990s and 
2000s

14.00 - 14.15
Concluding remarks & Round up

14.15 - 15.00 Lunch/Reception
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The Russian International Studies Association (RISA) was founded on 
December 22, 1999. RISA is one of the most active national associations studying 
international relations in the International Studies Association (ISA). RISA is 
one of the founders of the World International Studies Conference (WISC).

The mission of the Association is to preserve and develop the best practices of 
interdisciplinary research in international relations and of the teaching of the 
relevant academic disciplines. The Association aims to maintain and develop 
high quality research and the teaching of the theory of international relations, 
contemporary international relations, international law and international 
economic relations, as well as to develop professional contacts with international 
associations and establish close ties between researchers and educators. In 
addition, the Association promotes informal contacts between the political and 
research elite.

Members of RISA’s Senior Council include the President, the Executive Director 
and the Secretariat headed by the Executive Secretary. The Association’s activity 
is coordinated through 18 program offices headed by MGIMO’s honorary 
professors, researchers and experts. Anatoly Torkunov, MGIMO’s Rector and 
Member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, is the President of RISA. 

RISA holds regular conventions, and collections of the most interesting speeches 
by the participants get published. Traditionally, more than 2,500 to 3,500 
speakers take part in the event, and several dozens of working sessions are held. 
Plenary sessions bring together more than 800 offline participants.

Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Russia and other countries have repeatedly been 
guest speakers and participants in the conventions.

RUSSIAN INTERNATIONAL 
STUDIES ASSOCIATION (RISA)
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The RISA Convention has become a regular forum for specialized events held by 
dialogue platforms (the Russian-French Trianon Dialogue, the Russian-Austrian 
Sochi Dialogue, the Centre for Polish-Russian Dialogue and Understanding, the 
ASEAN Centre, etc.), as well as by partner organizations.

Participation in the Conventions involves purchasing a participant’s package. 
The packages vary, and some include accommodation.  More than half of the 
participants in each Convention represent Russian regions. The participation 
of researchers and international practitioners from EU countries, Central 
and Eastern Europe, South-East Asia and post-Soviet space is traditionally 
significant. 

The RISA Outlook is published in Russian and English. 

This year the Convention will include the conference dedicated to the 25th 
anniversary of the ASEAN-Russia Dialogue Partnership and the 30th anniversary 
of the ASEAN-Russia relations. It will also include the Russian-Israeli conference 
on the Middle East, special session on Afghanistan.

The 1st Russian Open Conference on ESG Transformation (environmental, 
social, and governance responsibility) Sustainable Development – a Platform 
for a Broad International Dialogue will be the Convention’s central event.
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PREVIOUS RISA CONVENTIONS

XII RISA Convention (21–22 October 2019)
The World of the Regions vs. The Regions of the World

XI RISA Convention (28–29 September 2017)
Dialectics of an Empire: Revolution vs. Continuity

Х RISA Convention (8–9 December 2016)
25 years of Russian Foreign Policy

IX RISA Convention (27–28 October 2015)
Multilateral Institutions: Global Efficiency vs. National Interests

VIII RISA Convention (25–26 April 2014)
Metamorphosis of the Post-Crisis World: New Regionalism and Scenarios of 
the Global Management

VII RISA Convention (28–29 September 2012)
Resources for Modernization: Options and Limits of International 
Environment

VI RISA Convention (24–25 September 2010)
Russia and the World after the Global Crisis

V RISA Convention (26–27 September 2008)
World Politics: View from the Future

IV RISA Convention (22–23 September 2006)
Space and Time in World Politics and International Relations

III RISA Convention (21–22 May 2004)
Russia and Foreign Policy Making: Strategies and Priorities, Actors and 
Effectiveness

II RISA Convention (20–22 June 2002)
Managing the (Re)creation of Divisions in Europe

I RISA Convention (20–21 April 2001)
Ten Years of Russian Foreign Policy
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